Stellate cells of aortic intima: I. Human and rabbit.
Stellate cells hitherto accounted exclusively in the innermost elastic-hyperplastic layer were already reported to inhabit human aortic intima. The present paper shows that most of these cells are situated just beneath the endothelium. Stellate cells also appear in the deendothelialization-induced myointimal thickening of rabbit aorta. In the myointimal thickening these cells were revealed in the direct proximity to the endothelium. A conclusion is available that the previously demonstrated polymorphism of human aortic intimal cells may be reproduced in a simple experimental model, which gives new possibilities for the study of the cellular polymorphism in the vessel wall.